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Dear Hilary:

April 7, 1957

We were plessed to have your notice about chenge of place~~ we were wondering
how long to 'keep a mecret' that was becoming very well known. There is no need
tc repeat our earnest good wishes for you and enthusiasm for your mission,
which is so close to our own perapectives.

Ars you and Xoprowsks planning to move soon from Englewood, or will you
cornute for the time being?

Be have besn going through a period of chaos and indecision ourselves. All
since owr frank discussions on owr living room carpet, we have had to weigh the
most attractive offers from Stanford, Harvard and Berkeley, and then in relation
to the devslopments in lMedical Genetics here, wnich have bsen coming to a head
more or less indeperdently of the sxogenous stiruli. At present, we have narrowed
our views %o Berkeloy and !adison, and 44 will be sorme time hofore formal com it~
mente are in crder. In no case would we move before July 1958, and if we do go
it mizht even be later than that.

Heanwhile, a Department of ljedical Genstics has been forrally organized here,
and preclisely alonp the lines of the discussion of our coron intersest, I em only
sorry that the timing was inappropricte for the materialization of & prograv
that might have tempted yout: for exsmpls, the Stute Hygione Laboratory will ehortly
have a vacent Zirectorship, anl there is every reason that the splendid physical
facilities should be devoted to a fundameptal ares of roscarch. But these are
Juet personcl musings for the preecent. Our new departmsnt is in the stage of
disnovering its bearings -- one possiblo help is a syuposiun being planned for
next April on the themo of genersal Medical Geneticas, that is. what are the various
areas of genstic research which are pertinent %o medicine. { iz you know. 'lledieal
Genetlcs’ means a department of Geneties in a Medics! School, and nothing rore
restrictive., If the plans aierialize, we hope you may e intorested to vieit
Yadison for i4.

& suppose you will be too busy to follow through your former plan of speniing
a coupls of weeks here this spring, but the welcome iz here nevertheless.

To shift the scene, the long term prospects at Berisley ror an Institute
prograr: of mutual interest should not he discouraging either. e can't iragine
that you will develop a fanatical attachment to Philadelphia as a place to live.
So we nust just walt to see what the future will bring.

In any case, all our hest to both of you,

Joshua and Esther Lederberg



